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ourselves re-create it, we find amazing; or, had Wordsworth
been a painter we should have been amazed at the face of the
old man on his canvas. And, as Coleridge says, we know a
poet by the fact that he makes us one; we know the activity
of bringing together into a synthesis, and of making an object
which formerly did not exist, and which indeed has existence
only so long as we imagine it. And we know the conscious joy
of creation because what happens is not that the image of stone,
sea-beast, and man are put alongside each other in our minds,
but that our imagination is active in selecting various relevant
elements and fusing them into a unity. So that as Wordsworth
says, 'the conferring, abstracting and the modifying powers of
the imagination immediately and mediately acting are all
brought into conjunction', to produce a single object of contem-
plation. It is little wonder that there are times when Air.
Richards rejects his associationism.
The business of poetry then is to make conveyance of
imaginative objects; or better, so to use language as to compel
re-creation by the reader of the objects which were formerly
present to the mind of the poet, objects which owed their
existence to his activity. It is the total object for which he
seeks to obtain our contemplation; and this is in contrast to
that use of language which can convey information of what is
an abstraction from that total object. We may therefore go on
to consider (a) the general character of the objects for which
the poet seeks to win our contemplation, and (i) the methods
whereby he secures this result.
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It will be remembered that Coleridge, in speaking
of the imagination as 'essentially vital', contrasts it with objects
which cas objects are essentially fixed and dead'. There is in
this statement an apparent contradiction. By 'essentially
vital' Coleridge appears to mean that power of the imagination
to 'inform and animate other existences' whether human or
not. Yet in the same breath he can say of objects that they can